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| welcome the publication of this research into the experiences of refugees who have resettled in Ireland as part of the Irish Government'’s
Irish Refugee Protection Programme.
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The story of integration which emerges in this report is one which is shaped by the narrative of the refugees themselves. Through
this report refugees have described their hopes and fears about life in Ireland, their growing relationships with neighbours and new
communities, their efforts to become fluent in English and to become a part of the Irish labour market. | welcome these very valuable
insights which not only give voice to refugees but provide important insights for those providing services for those hoping to make a
home in Ireland.
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There are some very important and positive findings in this report. A strong sense of belonging and safety emerges, children are
integrating well in their neighbourhoods and doing well in school, women, in particular, note appreciation of a freedom to participate in
activities outside the home.
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It is evident from this report that refugees have a wealth of experience to contribute to the Irish State. | note the challenge posed by
barriers by poor language skills and hope that these will continue to be addressed.
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The Covid pandemic has resulted in increasing pressures on families resettling in Ireland. | look forward to even greater progress as we
all emerge from this difficult time.
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I ' would like to take this opportunity to thank the author of this report Dr Lucy Michael and the staff of IOM led by Lalini Veerassamy
for their work on this project. | would also like to thank the IRPP team in DCEDIY for their ongoing work on refugee resettlement as
well as their contribution to resettlement. Finally, | would like to thank all of those refugees and service providers who gave their time
and experiences to making this a valuable piece of research.
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Roderic O'Gorman
Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth
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